P8gef^°"Mr. H Liebeler°fno a response) ," hUS Pr8S8rV9d the prlnt8d 

,. nf Zapruder's meaning la only too clear. Despite his excite- ' 
sileAce: ** P in his 00nt in<«> d exposition following Liebeler’s 

I believe it was closer down here where it happened." 

eviden-e^h^Pr?,?!! p ° lnts out (P-U-7) , Zapruder was possessed of 
1 erK.e -L President was wounded before Frame 210 th<=* it- 

fit 

m. uV.2 ’. ’, iT " ■ 185 a °" 1 °" 

from his film 6 ~a™J~ y b9in f 8 £ rane - 8nd the intents coming 
l” else" 1 P a ^ eed - He fllso a S reed that "186 is simi- 

eisnificaAce of it LdfKj.g d«criM^ if?° rin6 th9 Sh ° CkinS 

come inlL a pi£?£rA'’.^"? 8i Thf a l£n n ^ 2 ? 7 « !! thot 8 sign st8rts to 
p rame ?07 Ho r? '• «. *. 4. j'i £ Tbe sign that starts to come in" on 

frame Lie into sUdlf a^ri^r^T 171 (l8H1 >' the ?lrs? 

It is e larze in P rints » h ° w long can only be conjectured. 

width of the fran-’when -ntirelf 1 '?!^^ U P almost the entire 

is visible in Frame 171 ww!^? £ he plcture - "ore than half 

entire frame Actually.’ byname tS^iMTLV 0 "^ ° f the 
of the picture. 3 7 d ° 7 ’ 11 “ d J ust bo B u n to 30 out 

not as easy t^ Aec H^bis^ and Hill ^ 207 • 

(WHITEWASH ?OM Di ® ck ®nd white, although quite visible 

cal evidenee^is "brilliant C °f or tomperi "3 the crlti- 

of the picture and ll a pAonoLced blulsh^^nr ° f tl “ third 

the color slides at the Nation*! Sh C ? lor ' fls examination of 

them foUowing 6 the S issuance ^of 8 WHirslj“ SH^ Sh ° U8d ” hen 1 Studi8d 

black a nd ^hi t e ^ ° ind i s t Inc t S £nd "fa eV ' denc !> in -*-n the doctored, 
of Frame 207. of wMcht „ S th ? original print 

paned - something had happened" (^f hlS 8fter that ta P* 

unnerved Liebeler H* next ? W *» W8S P° 39 *L1®, must have 

or the bag; he ^pulled *it 8 out ^himself” 8 **' f ° r “* ^ t0 J ' J " P ° Ut 

210 here"°(7H57h). 8b ° Ut Pi ° tUre N °' 210 ’ there is no 

Indeed it wa s , not - and is not - there or anywhere else. 
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although it is, by the Reports own insistence, the crucial one 
in which the President could, for the first time, have been struck 
with a bullet from Oswald’s alleged position. Of this there will 
be more, much more. Liebeler did not repeat the blunder. How- 
ever, it is not only Frame 210 but Frames 208 through 211 that 
are missing, and Frame 212 has an unusually amateurish splice in 
it (WHITEWASH 45*206). 

Abruptly and with consistent inaccuracy, Liebeler then 
Jumped to Frame 222, saying of it, "you can see the President's 
car coming out from behind the sign". This is first visible in 
Frame 205 (1QH18), not Frame 222. 

From this point on Liebeler was playing with the clock, 
anxious for it to run out. He spent almost an entire page, which 
it must again be emphasized is 8 major porportion of the but seven 
and a half pages of the testimony of this man who should and could 
have been a major witness, with endless repetitions of the numbers 
of the many frames In which the President’s hands were visible 
clutching his throat. This questioning served no necessary pur- 
pose. It W8S a lawyer's filibuster, like the football quarterback 
freezing the ball until the game ended. 

Still once more, however, Zapruder tried to say something 
but did not quite succeed. Liebeler had ssked about Frame 235 and 
then of Frame 240: 


Mr. Zapruder. 
so close. 

Mr. Liebeler. 
Mr. Zapruder. 
Mr. Liebeler. 
Mr. Zapruder. 
tion that he went 


There' 8 only about 100 frames - they sre 
Five frames? 

Five frames is nothing - I believe. 

How about 249? 

No. 249 - I Just wonder if it was the mo- 
back with that I don't remember . . . (7H574-5) • 


This Is the most significant testimony, for it is involun-* 
tary reaction to a bullet hitting him from the front that would 
make the President move backward. The Report could not tolerate 
a front entrance wound for it explodes the entire Report. Liebeler 
with consistency, had no interest in testimony suggesting the 
President was struck from the front. Zapruder did not imagine 
this . 

Liebeler questioned Zapruder about only two additional 
frames. First, 255, of which Zapruder ssid, "I know this - I 
have seen it so many times. In fact, I used to have nightmares. 

The thing would come every night - I wake up and see this" (7H575)* 

V/hy this particular frame caused Zapruder's nightmares and 
not the last one to which Liebeler. alluded, 313* the "horrible 
one" In Zapruder's words, showing the fatal bullet exploding in 
the President's head, prompted no question from Liebeler. Perhaps 
he knew the answer, which is obvious to those who have studied the 
record. Frame 255 is duplicated by the Altgena picture, which was 
widely disseminated by the Associated Press and frightfully mis- 
used by the Report (WHITEWASH 49,202-3)* 

There are a few more snatches of Liebeler 'a interrogation 
mixed with his "testimony" during Zapruder's appearance. It is a 
blend of Malaprop and maladroit. For example. In buttering the 
emotional Zapruder (7H576), he said, "I want to tell you that your 
film has been one of the most helpful things to the work of the 
Commission that we could possibly have had because it has enabled 
us to study the various positions of the people in the car and to 
determine by comparing it with the reenactment - by comparing it 
to the view from the window of the building, to develop with a 
fair degree of accuracy the facts here." 

One less close to the Report, might consider the Importance 


139 


\ 

3 f the Zapruder film to be that It records the assassination. 

The perhaps unintended Inference would have been obvious 
bad the editor inserted an "Oops!" after the dash, where one Pflally 
belongs. Liebeler reveals what is a fact, that the Zapruder film 
wa 3 misused for the purpose of enabling the Commission to stage a 
reenactment that might seem plausible, given the existence of the 
film and the widespread publication of frames from it. Without it, 
for example, there could never be the theory of the magic bullet 
ithat the Report translates into the pretense of fact, that a single 
bullet Inflicted all seven non-fatal wounds on both the President 
and the Governor and remained undeformed, unmutilated and almost 
entirely intact despite the number of bones smashed. Only the mis- 
use of the Zapruder film makes it possible to even suggest this 
theory that is in defiance of all fact. 

Zapruder* s last words of witness also went ignored, but they 
are important. This is the man with^ the tplephoto lens: 

"I know very few people who have seen It like that - it was 
an awful thing ... (7H576). A 

Perhaps there were fewer than very few - none who saw what 
Zapruder did. Liebeler did not want to know, and he was not alone. 

There were a few other cute Liebeler touches. 

He allowed it to appear as though Zapruder had contacted the 
Secret Service first, before the Secret Service oould reach him, 
to offer his films, despite the above-quoted admissions of Dallas 
3ecret Service Chief Forrest Sorrels, thus putting the federal po- 
lice in a better than warranted light (7H5>71)« 

Knowing all about Phillip L. Willis and his pictures - Willis 
was, in fact, the next witness - Liebeler pretended otherwise for 
no apparent reason when Zapruder asked of "Hudson Exhibit No. l f 
(really the fifth in a series taken by Willis), "were these pictures 
ever published ...?" 

Liebeler replied, "This picture here is in fact one of a 
series of pictures that is being sold down here in Dallas by a fel- 
low named Willis, X believe his name is Phil Willis ..." (7H570)» 

Much more significant is Liebeler *s operation that reflects 
the undoubted brainwashing of Zapruder prior to his belated testi- 
mony. Zapruder had had many meetings with federal agents. He had 
been exposed to the full treatment in the press, carefully leaked 
and fostered by the Commission and the Dallas police, that all the 
shots had come from above, from the sixth-floor window to his left. 
In part, he forgot his contrary Initial belief. During one of his 
volunteered statements (7H571) he said, "I remember the police were 
running behind me. There were police running right behind me. Of 
course, tEeyTidn't realize yet, I guess, where the shot came from 
- that it came from that height." After some amplification of 
where the police were all racing - to the grassy knoll behind 
Zapruder from which many witnesses believe at least some firing 
came - Liebeler asked: 

"Did you have any impression as to the direction from which 
q these shots came?" 

Zapruder' s reply was equivocal: "No, I also thought it came 

from back of me ..." 

Under questioning the import of which soon became clear, he 
twice more repeated that he had thought the shots came from behind 
him. Then Liebeler posed this leading question, "But you didn’t 
form any opinion at that time as to what direction the shots did 
come from actually?" 

To which Zapruder, as desired, replied briefly, "No." 


_ . . i _ -n,.. have known, this was quite contrary to 
th. truth “or tha very day of the aaaaaaloatlon. Zapruder re- 
ported an aasaealn had been behind him. 

i 1 1 Atrihifl codv of a hand -let terod report 

There Agent SL Phillips, dated 9:55 

hastily prepared y night of the assassination. It Is 

p.m. November |2,^9 3, *h. ^ wl Pr93 ident Kennedy being shot, 
captioned, 6 m movie l poo r - unnecessarily very poor - 

I obtained a copy of the very po or i K inal Is not there. This 

^ P rtled fc in Folder 3 1 ° of Commission File I?. It begins by report- 
ing that the enclosed film was taken ^7 Zapruder ^an fll „ 

as " third* pr int " £Tn “t^els and made from Zapruder'a 
"master" . 

. . u states without quibble or equivocation, for the of- 

ficlel tSorTh^not tLn been decided upon "According to Hr. 
Zapruder^°the Assassin was behind Mr. Zapruder. 

Tf la not at all surprising that Zapruder so believed, for 
Pile 962, which I examined June 30, 1966, 

tape P of°and^surroundln£theasaasainatlon.^On^the^37thj>Bge^ap- 

weaponries 'flredCrom ‘the top of the knoll", or behind Zapruder. 
m are not In the Commission's Report, 

St 1, in ». CO..!.- 

sion' s files! 

nn« can onlT guess what the effect of such inadequate and 

wa s° to°draft th? Report for the Commission's approval, the record 
upon which the crime was to have been solved . 

One need not guess what effect this kind of "preparation 
had on the subsequent use and interpretation of the evidence, 
especially the Zapruder film. 

Nor need one guess whether this was Just an isolated bad 
, ^ hv Liebeler a momentary departure from the high standards 

graphic" witnesses that day. 

Phillip L. Willis followed Zapruder. 
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